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cience and omnipotence are mutually exclusive. Death sepa-
rates man from his eternal aspirations. The search for the Elixir
was vain. Science, after all, though it liberated humanity from
ignorance and other evils, failed to liberate the individual from
the antinomies of free will and eternity. For once, Paracelsus
could not answer a question.
No sooner had Paracelsus grasped the terms of the problem
than it took hold of him and never lost its grip on his thinking,
Was he to despair of his faith in salvation through science? Was
there no hope of final redemption? In true medieval fashion, he
eventually resolved the problem by the old device. He postu-
lated a final, surmounting soul, which he supposed to be free
through Faith. He called it the "Man of the New Olympus."
But before reaching this solution, Paracelsus went through a
period of doubt and despair. Faustus, for the first time, real-
ized that he had given his soul for the possession of magic. For
the first time he was afraid to die.